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About PotashCorp

Also Used In
•  Soft drinks and  

food additives
• Metal treatments
• Animal feed

PotashCorp.com Facebook.com/PotashCorp Twitter.com/PotashCorp

The Energy Nutrient
Where It Comes From
Phosphate is mined from ore bodies that contain 
fossilized sea life. Phosphorous (P) is present in every 
living cell – plant or animal – and cannot be substituted, 
so farmers rely on it in either solid or liquid form.

What It Does

P

PotashCorp is the world’s largest crop nutrient company 
and plays an integral role in global food production. The 
company produces the three essential nutrients required to 
help farmers grow healthier, more abundant crops. With global 
population rising and diets improving in developing countries, 
these nutrients offer a responsible and practical solution to 
meeting the long-term demand for food. PotashCorp is the 
largest producer, by capacity, of potash and one of the largest 
producers of nitrogen and phosphate. While agriculture is  
its primary market, the company also produces products  
for animal nutrition and industrial uses. 

45%  minerals
25%  water
25%  air
 5%  organic matter

95%
of our food 

is directly or indirectly
produced from  

soils

Factors Affecting Crop Yields

Fertilizer

Irrigation

Seed technology

Pest control

Cultivation 
practices

Planting density

50%50%

What soil is made of:

P
phosphate

* Currently in Care-and-Maintenance mode.

phosphate

Speeds crop 
maturity

Promotes shoot  
growth

Provides energy  
to plant cells
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Phosphate Ore From Mine
Overburden (layers above the phosphate) 
is removed, then draglines mine the ore. 
Subsequently, this land is reclaimed.

Processing
Ore is pumped through a pipeline to processing:
screening, washing, floating, dewatering and
calcination, if required, to create phosphate rock.

Sulfuric Acid
Purchased sulfur is converted into sulfuric acid.

Phosphoric Acid Plants
Phosphoric acid – the feedstock for all our
phosphate products – is produced from phosphate
rock by the addition of concentrated sulfuric acid.
Gypsum is a byproduct produced by this process.

Downstream Plants

Primary Finished Products

Primary Distribution Methods
Rail and vessel

Phosphate 
Rock

Phosphoric 
Acid*

1

Phosphate
Ore From Mine

Processing

Sulfuric Acid 
(from sulfuric acid plants)

3

Phosphoric
Acid Plants

42

Downstream 
Plants

* Phosphoric acid can be evaporated to produce MGA or processed further. Source: PotashCorp

• Super Phosphoric
 Acid Plants

• Animal Feed Plants

• Purified Phosphoric
 Acid Plants

• Solid Fertilizer Plants
  (requires the addition
 of ammonia)

Primary Finished 
Products

• Liquid Fertilizers 

• Solid Fertilizers 

• Feed & Industrial 

Ore Deposit 65

P
phosphate

Site Highlights

P
phosphate

For the year ended December 31, 2016

Site Aurora* White Springs*

Employees (#) 852 521

Phosphate rock production (million tonnes) 4.92 1.73

Phosphoric acid (P2O5) production (million tonnes) 1.05 0.37

Community

Community investment (thousand USD) 1,351 385

Safety, Health & Environment

Total recordable injury rate 0.69 0.87

Total lost-time injury rate 0.09 –

Environmental incidents (#) 3 –

Fresh water consumption (million m3) 15 28

Water recycled (compared to total water use) 98% 82%

For facility contacts and more information about our company, visit: Potashcorp.com

* In addition to these mining and processing facilities, we have upgrading plants in Cincinnati OH, Geismar LA, Joplin MO, Marseilles IL and Weeping Water NE.


